November  20,  1985 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Wheeler  Class  III  Landfill 


Jon  Shannon,  City-Co.  Health  Dept.,  301  W.  Alder,  Missoula 
Mark  H.  Hubbell,  Missoula  County  Zoning  Officer,  Office  of  Community 
Development,  201  W.  Spruce  St.,  Missoula 
Tom  Ellerhof f , Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES , Helena,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  MT 
^Darlene  Staffeldt,  Supervisor,  Documents,  State  Library,  Helena,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the  following 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of 

Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  William  J.  I Wheeler 
Class  III  Landfill. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  the 
allotted  time. 

Sincerely, 


James  E.  Leiter 

Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

JEL :vc 
Ends . 


NOV  2 5 1985 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
uei  r1515  E-  6th  AVE. 

HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821  j 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Project  or  Application  William  J.  Wheeler  Class  III  landfill 

Description  Of  Project  William  J.  Wheeler,  4604  Graham,  Missoula,  Montana,  has 

applied  for  a solid  waste  management  system  license  for  a Class  III  landfill  in  the 
SE^SE^NW^  of  Section  6 Township  13  North  Range  19  West  M.P.M,  The  applicant  proposes 
to  operate  a disposal  site  for  brick,  dirt,  rock,  concrete,  wood  wastes,  brush , lumber 
and  waste  tires. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


2. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 


Social  structures  ar 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 


and 


of  recreational 
wilderness  activitie 

8.  Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 

9.  Distribution  and 


and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 

13.  Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


10. 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Missoula  City-County  Health  Department, 
Missoula  County  Planning  Office 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS No  EIS  Necessary 


PER  Prepared  by:  James  E.  Leiter 


Date: 


November  20,  1985 


DHES/ESD-2 


Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
William  J.  Wheeler  Class  III  Landfill 
Missoula,  Montana 
November  20,  1985 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


3)  Geology  & soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture:  Operation  of  a Class 
III  waste  disposal  site  will  permanently  alter  the  soil  quality,  stability 
and  moisture  holding  capabilities  of  the  soils  at  the  site.  Due  to  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  the  materials  buried  at  the  site  will  be  largely 
inert,  there  will  be  little  settling  of  the  finished  fill  surface. 


5)  Aesthetics : Any  landfill  operation  has  at  least  a minor  effect  on  the 
aesthetics  of  the  area  where  it  is  located.  With  careful  operation  and 
regular  leveling  and  covering,  a Class  III  landfill  can  have  relatively 
little  impact.  Improperly  controlled,  however,  the  Class  III  landfill 
could  become  an  attractive  nuisance  and  eyesore.  The  operator  plans  to  use 
gates  and  signs  to  limit  access  to  the  property.  Adequate  supervision  to 
control  the  kinds  of  wastes  dumped  will  be  a requirement  of  the  license. 
Should  the  material  dumped  not  be  limited  to  Group  III  waste  materials,  the 
Department  will  require  other  access  control  and  supervision  methods. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

H)  Industrial  and  commercial  activity:  Vehicles  moving  to  and  from  the 
site  for  disposal  will  increase  the  commercial  activity  in  the  area.  The 
Missoula  County  Planning  Office  staff  has  expressed  concern  that  heavy 
vehicle  traffic,  were  it  uncontrolled  through  the  Westview  Park  mobile  home 
community,  might  present  a conflict  between  commercial  and  residential 
uses.  The  staff  advises  a condition  of  approval  restricting  such  activity. 
Such  a restriction,  however,  appears  beyond  the  scope  of  the  solid  waste 
management  system  approval.  The  county  planning  office  will  be  advised  of 
that  limitation. 

12)  Demands  for  energy:  Periodic  maintenance  of  the  Class  III  site 
(leveling,  cover)  will  result  in  the  increased  consumption  of  fossil  fuels. 
Any  increased  use  will  be  small. 

14)  Transportation  networks  & traffic  flows:  See  #11. 
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